CREC Book of Memorials

The Confederation of Reformed Evangelical Churches
[Revised October 2005]

Moderator: Pastor Randy Booth
8784 FM 226, Nacogdoches, TX 75961
936/462-7495 moderator@crechurches.org
www.crechurches.org

Introduction ........................................................................................................................2
A. Memorial on Incorporation............................................................................................. 2
B. Memorial on Ordination Exams .....................................................................................2
C. Memorial on Ministerial Training.................................................................................... 2
D. Memorial on Confessional Revision .............................................................................. 3
E. Memorial on Christian Education...................................................................................3
F. Memorial on Creation..................................................................................................... 3
G. Memorial on Terrorism .................................................................................................. 4
H. Memorial on Homosexuality .......................................................................................... 5
I. Memorial on Worship ......................................................................................................6
Introduction
Memorials state the position of the CREC on issues on which a confessional statement
has not yet been made. Memorials are contained in the Book of Memorials and are
incorporated by reference into this Constitution.
A candidate or mission church must declare any exceptions or reservations to the
memorials prior to its becoming a CREC member. Member churches must immediately
notify the broader assembly of any changes to their position on the memorials. If
presbytery determines that the exceptions or reservations place the church at odds
with CREC standards, it may initiate proceedings according to Article IV. O.
The process for adopting a memorial must involve a careful striving for likemindedness. This deliberate process will help us guard against various fads and winds
of doctrine (Eph. 4:14). A memorial must be approved as a draft at a stated council
and adopted at a subsequent stated council.

A. Memorial on Incorporation

A local congregation within the CREC is not excluded from membership if it is
incorporated, but churches are strongly urged to avoid such status. The Lord Jesus
Christ is the only rightful Head of the church (Eph. 1:22), and incorporation blurs that
truth in that a corporation is judicially a creation of the state (Matt. 22:21).

B. Memorial on Ordination Exams

In questions about candidates for ordination, the local session is not judicially bound
by the recommendation of presbytery. But when the local church has sought the
wisdom of the broader church, agreement with such recommendations is strongly
encouraged.

C. Memorial on Ministerial Training
While a formal seminary education may prepare a candidate for ordination, our
confederation strongly prefers ministerial training, under the oversight of local church
elders, which maintains high academic and theological standards (including training in
the original languages of Scripture), and yet at the same time incorporates an
apprentice or internship approach within the context of the local congregation.

D. Memorial on Confessional Revision

Our process of confessional revision is established so that the differences between our
churches may be resolved over time by a careful striving for like-mindedness. The
process is established to work in a slow and deliberate fashion so that we will be less
susceptible to various fads and winds of doctrine (Eph. 4:14).

E. Memorial on Christian Education

All things are to be considered and conducted under the Lordship of Jesus Christ,
including education, and especially the education of our covenant children. God has
neither charged nor authorized the state to educate children within its civil jurisdiction.
God has commanded parents to bring up their children in the education and
admonition of the Lord (Eph. 6:4, Deut. 6:7). Given the importance and enormity of
the task (Ps. 127:3-5, Deut. 6:7-9), and the impossibility of neutrality in education
(Prov. 1:7, Matt. 12:30, Luke 6:40, Col. 2:1-10, 2 Cor. 10:3-5), we do heartily affirm
the necessity of educating our children in a manner that is explicitly Christian in
content and rigor.
Government schools are, by decree and design, explicitly godless, and therefore
cannot be considered a legitimate means of inculcating true faith, holy living and a
decidedly Christian worldview in the children of Christian parents.
Parents who do not fully understand the indispensability of Christian education should
be warmly received into membership. However, the leaders of Christ’s church must
thoroughly understand and plainly teach the divine imperative to disciple our children,
the divine prohibition of rendering unto Caesar those who bear God’s image (Matt.
22:20-21), the divine warning to those who cause their little ones to stumble (Matt.
18:6) and the divine promises to those who raise their children in faith (Deut. 7:9,
Ps.102:5-7, Ps. 103:17-18, Prov. 22:6, Luke 1:48-50, Acts 2:39).

F. Memorial on Creation
The doctrine of creation lies at the heart of Christian living, deeply embedded within
our assumptions about worship, knowledge, faith, celebration, beauty, and
redemption. In recent decades, many conservative evangelicals have been moved by
the science of the day to oppose the historic view of creation in six sequential days of
common length, several millennia in the past. Instead, they hold that the bare ideas of
creation presented in Genesis have little to do with the actualities of creation. Falsely
pitting poetry and symbolism against history, they distort the text of Scripture and
divorce ideas from the created order in ancient Gnostic fashion.
Science changes like the wind, and therefore its authority ought to pale beside the
Spirit-led, traditional exegesis of creation in six days of common length. Intimidation
by apparently more sophisticated non-Christian knowledge-priesthoods is not new.
Over the centuries, God has regularly tested the Church’s courage to stand loyal to His
revelation over against the ever-changing sciences of the day, those “profane and idle
babblings and contradictions of what is falsely called knowledge.”

G. Memorial on Terrorism

Following the acts of terror perpetrated against the United States of America on
September 11, 2001, the member churches of the Confederation of Reformed
Evangelical Churches—being situated in Canada and the United States of America—
affirm the following:
1. Because God is God (omnipotent, omnipresent, omniscient, triune, etc), all of
history is under His control. Nothing happens apart from His knowledge and
without His divine decree. Therefore, we must view these recent events in the
light of God’s sovereignty rather than from the carnal point of view. It is God
who has brought this disaster upon the United States (Amos 3:6). While not
denying that wicked individuals committed these acts, we affirm that God was
active in these events for His glory and honor.
2. Both the United States of America and Canada continue to sin against the true
and living God, and His Son Jesus Christ, and have slipped into wholesale
idolatry and polytheism. Our countrymen have done this in the name of
tolerance and acceptance, tolerating everything except the truth. Our civil and
religious representatives tell damnable lies when they say that the faiths of
Abraham and Mohammed are the same, that Yahweh and Allah are the same,
that the living God wants His people to commune with infidels, and that we
regard as enemies those who believe in such a thing as truth (Ex. 20:3, John
4:22, Eph. 4:3-6). These are the lies we and our countrymen bid our leaders to
tell us, lies which we believe to our own destruction. Therefore, God has brought
this judgment upon the United States as a warning to her and to any nation that
turns its face against the living God. The only faithful response is confession of
sin, drawing near to Jesus Christ, and repentance (Joel, passim).
3. Apart from repentance we will find no blessing for our nations in these events.
God is not blessing our lands in this attack by drawing the people of the United
States together, and the people of Canada and of other nations together, in
furthering some sort of humanistic neighborhood. Being an American, or a
Canadian, is not the same as being a Christian.
4. It is appropriate for the United States to respond to this terrorist attack by using
military force in order to bring the terrorists to justice. Furthermore, it is lawful
for believing Christians to participate in this military response.
5. It is not lawful for women to be mustered for combat service, for our Lord has
declared it an abomination for women to don the martial attire of a man
(Deuteronomy 22:5). Christian fathers must protect their daughters from being
seduced or coerced into such a circumstance, and the Church must support
them as they do so.
6. It is not lawful to respond in the name of the false gods we currently worship,
with a proud and arrogant spirit. The United States and her allies have no right
whatever to expect God to bestow blessing upon any military responses so long
as our peoples embrace the idols of pluralism, protect the carnage of abortion,
muster our daughters for combat service, and honor the perversions of sodomy.
Though it is lawful and right for the United States to respond militarily, if her

people continue to protect these and other corruptions as a way of life, they
cannot expect to enjoy God’s blessing upon such endeavors, or anything other
than continued judgment both on the battlefield and off.
Therefore, mindful of this judgment of God, the churches of the Confederation of
Reformed Evangelical Churches set aside September 11, 2002, as a day of prayer and
fasting, that we may unite in confessing the sins of our respective nations.

H. Memorial on Homosexuality

Courage, Clarity, and Charity: A Phoenix Declaration January 2003
As Christian ministers standing in the stream of historic Christianity and rooted in the
Evangelical heritage, we believe it is time to speak with courage, clarity, and charity to
the issue of homosexuality that is besetting the Church at large. Confessing the Bible
to be the authoritative Word of God (Isaiah 40:8; Luke 4:31-32; 2 Timothy 3:16; 2
Peter 1:20-21), we believe that God has spoken clearly and sufficiently to the issue of
human sexuality. In accordance with this belief, we must state that homosexuality in
its varied forms, whether gay, lesbian, bisexual, or transgendered, is out of accord
with God’s design for human sexuality and is sinful, therefore, in the eyes of God
(Genesis 1:27-28; 2:18-25; 19:1-28; Exodus 20:14; Leviticus 18:22; 20:13; Matthew
19:4-6; Romans 1:26-27; 1 Corinthians 6:9-10; 1 Timothy 1:8-10; 2 Peter 2:6-8).
The only remedy for this, and all other sin, is found in the gospel of the Lord Jesus
Christ (1 Corinthians 6:11). As ministers of this glorious gospel of God’s grace, who
are striving after faithfulness to God and His Word, we state the following as a call to
the Church to return to faithfulness in a spirit of repentance.
Courage
In our time, many who are recognized as clergy are calling for and promoting a
revision of the historic Christian understanding of God’s Word concerning
homosexuality. This teaching is out of accord with the Bible and leads the flock of
Christ astray. Such teaching arrogantly overturns God’s holy standard dealing with
human sexuality. Love for Christ and His Church compels us to speak truthfully about
that which is false. Courage is needed to refute those who would call evil good and
good evil. The example and teaching of the Lord Jesus and His apostles show clearly
that false teachers are to be exposed and refuted so that the Church is protected (Acts
20:28-31; Romans 16:17-18; Titus 1:9; 2 Peter 2:1-3). In an age that tolerates
everything but the truth, courage is needed to speak the truth in love in an
uncompromising manner.
Clarity
The Bible provides a clear and consistent teaching in opposition to homosexuality.
Modern attempts to subvert this clear teaching are without substance. The Word of
God must not be held prisoner to alien philosophical or cultural agendas. If allowed to
speak with its own authority, the Biblical teaching is seen to be utterly opposed to
homosexuality and its attendant practices. Furthermore, the historic testimony of
Christian interpretation is in perfect harmony with this position. Contrary to
popularized agendas, the Bible and those who have officially taught Christianity
throughout the ages have recognized the sinfulness of homosexuality. The
interpretations of such teachers as Athenagorus, Tertullian, Origen, Cyprian,
Lactantius, Eusebius, Athanasius, Chrysostom, and Augustine are unanimous. The

modern attempt to revise the Biblical teaching, claiming Biblical and interpretive
support, is a theological and moral novelty.
Charity
Love for neighbor compels us to remind those who are caught in the depths of sin that
God in His holiness will not be mocked—He will bring judgment against sin. It is not
an act of oppression or hate to point out the Divine condemnation of homosexuality.
Rather, it is an act of kindness. We are opposed to the ill-treatment that many people
in favor of homosexuality have experienced; yet we deny that our disagreement and
presentation of the Bible’s teaching with regard to this subject constitutes ill treatment,
hatred, or bigotry. In speaking the truth about the nature of homosexuality and God’s
opposition to it, we simultaneously hold forth the message of God’s grace. God can
and does forgive those who forsake the sin of homosexuality. God can and does bring
freedom from bondage and cleansing of conscience to those who turn to Jesus Christ in
faith and repentance (1 Corinthians 6:9-11; Romans 3:21-26; 6:1-14; Ephesians 2:110; 1 Timothy 1:5; Hebrews 10:19-22). It is false compassion to accept and affirm
those who are unrepentant in homosexuality. Charity demands that we speak the
truth about God’s holiness and His gospel.

I. Memorial on Worship
1. We believe that Lord’s Day worship is our highest privilege, our greatest duty,
and our deepest joy.1 God has created us for just this purpose: to worship Him,
and to be transformed by Him as we worship.2
2. We believe that in worship the people of God are engaged by the Spirit and
drawn into the Father's presence as living sacrifices in union with the Risen
Christ.3 In Lord’s Day worship, God renews His covenant relationship with His
people by serving them and them serving Him.4 He draws near to us to draw us
near to Him.5
3. We believe that in Lord’s Day worship, we are gathered together in the presence
of the living God among a glorious assembly consisting of angels, the church
militant on earth, and the church triumphant in heaven.6
4. We believe that each week in worship, through the Lord’s service to us and our
service to Him, our Triune Creator and Redeemer gives us the covenant gifts of
glory, knowledge, and life, in and through the assurance of our forgiveness, the
preaching of the Word, and the partaking of the Lord’s Supper.7 While bestowing
these gifts upon us in worship, at the same time, He graciously accepts our
praise and thanksgiving of Him.8 In re-orienting us around His covenant,9 He

Ex. 20:8-11, Heb. 4:9; Heb. 10:25, Deut. 26:10, Ps. 29:2, Ps. 27:4, Ps. 65:4, Ps. 73:25; Heb. 4:16
Isa. 43:21; 1Cor. 6:20, Rev. 4:11, Rom. 12:1-2; Jn. 4:23
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Lam. 3:41; Ps. 25:1; 28:2; Eph. 2:12-22, Rom. 12:1-2; Heb. 12:18-25; Heb. 8:5; Rev. 4:1
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Is. 66:20-22, Lk. 22:19; Lev. 1-5
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Deut. 4:7; Rev. 3:20, Ex. 24:12; 2 Cor. 6:16b-18; Heb. 10:19 with Heb. 9:11,12
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Rev. 9-12, Heb. 12:22-24, Eph. 2:6
7
Rom. 3:23; 8:30; Jn. 17:22; Rom. 1:21-23; Jn. 17:17; Jn. 17:2,3; Ro. 2:7 -10; 1Jn. 2:20, 27; Ps. 115, Rev. 21:11,
Jn. 6:53-58, 1Pet. 1:23
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Ps. 51:17, Ez. 20:40-41
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Ps. 50:5; Mt. 26:28; Heb 8:6; 12:24
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empowers and calls us to live in terms of His new creation.10
5. We believe that God uses our worship to change us and the world.11 We are
transformed by the grace of God’s presence,12 and leave worship with a renewed
sense of, and commitment to, mission,13 discipleship,14 and community.15
Biblical worship results in changed lives, Spirit-empowerment, and impacts the
world for Christ. Furthermore, God is pleased to hear and answer our prayers,
particularly those that ascend in the Lord’s Day worship of the Church.16 He
hears our prayers for the nations and in answering us makes manifest His
Kingdom on earth as it is in heaven.17
6. We believe that worship should be informed and governed by the Bible in its
entirety.18 In constructing our liturgies, we are to pay particular attention to
those portions of God’s Word that are specifically given to inform us of what God
desires in worship. These portions include, but are not limited to, descriptions of
patriarchal worship, Levitical worship,19 and Tabernacle of David worship,20
which all point toward the glorious advent of Jesus Christ, whose self-offering
and victorious resurrection accomplished our salvation.21 This final work of our
Savior provides the basis for the resultant transformation of worship spoken of
by the Apostles in the New Covenant.22 We are, of course, prohibited from
returning to the practices of animal sacrifices, for this would deny our faith in
the perfect and complete sacrifice of our Lord Jesus Christ.
7. We believe that these portions of the Bible give us a divine pattern and
sequence of worship,23 and provide us a detailed understanding of the benefits
of Christ, the Lamb of God that takes away the sin of the world.24 These benefits
include purification from our sins,25 transformation of our persons, 26 acceptance
of our work and tribute,27 and peace with God and men.28 Through Biblical
worship, the Lord assures us of the forgiveness of our sins,29 the Holy Spirit’s
ongoing work of renewal in our lives,30 the requirement and acceptability of
vocation,31 and the promise of the increase and maturation of Christian
community.32
Mt. 28:16-20; Jn. 20:19-23
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Lev. 1-7
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1 Chr. 16:1 ff; 1 Chr. 25; 2 Sam. 6; 2 Chr. 15:14,15; 23:18; 29:25-30; 35:15; Ezra 3:10; Neh. 12:45,46; Acts
15:16,17
21
Jn. 1:29; 1Cor. 5:7; Rev. 1:5; Heb. 9:11-14
22
Acts 15:16,17; Heb. 7:12, Heb. 8:5; 10:19-22; 9:23, 24
23
Lev. 9:22
24
Jn. 1:29
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Lev. 4,5; Heb. 9:26; 10:12
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Lev 1; Phil. 3:20; Heb. 4:16; Gal. 6:15
27
Lev. 2; Ecc. 9:7
28
Lev. 3; Rom. 5:1
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Lev. 4,5; Col. 1:14
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Lev. 1; Rom. 12:1,2
31
Lev. 2; 2 Thes. 3:10-12; Rom. 15:27; 1 Cor. 9:13,14
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Lev. 3; 1 Cor. 10:17; Eph. 4:11-13; Jn. 17:20
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8. We believe that these portions of the Bible also teach us that each of these
glorious aspects of worship are to be set in the context of beautiful music that is
maturing in both voice and instrument, to the praise of Christ the King.33
9. We believe that the proper implementation in love of the above requires a
practical understanding of all that Scripture teaches, including an understanding
of lesser and greater matters, Christian forbearance with our brothers, liberty in
worship which is not self-willed, an avoidance of an over-scrupulous zeal, and a
desire to maintain a Biblical catholicity as we build on the work of the historic
church.34

33
34

1Chr. 15:16, 25:6,7; Ps. 98:4-6; 144:9; 150; Rev. 5:8; 14:2,3; 15:2,3
Col. 3:16, Eph. 5:2

