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Thursday, April 23, 2020 

PRELIMINARY MATTERS 
x At 9:05 am – Knox PM Pastor Stuart Bryan called the meeting to order. 
x An invocation was offered by Pastor Alan Burrow 
x Exhortation from the Scriptures was delivered by Pastor Edwin Iverson 
x Roll was called by PM Bryan and a quorum was established at 9:25am. 

◦ Christ Church – Missoula, MT – Taylor Crawford present. 

◦ Christ Church – Moscow, ID – Douglas Wilson & Toby Sumpter present. 

◦ Christ Church – Spokane, WA – Kenton Spratt & Andre Fowlkes present. 

◦ Christ Covenant Church – Enterprise, OR – Terry Tollefson & David Hurley present. 

◦ Christ Covenant Reformed Church – Billings, MT – Christopher Schrock present. 

◦ Emmanuel Church – Helena, MT – Jonah Barnes present. 

◦ Holy Trinity Church – Colville, WA – Edwin Iverson, Luke McGuire present. 

◦ King's Cross Church – Wenatchee, WA – Gene Helsel present. 

◦ The King's Congregation – Meridian, ID – Alan Burrow present. 

◦ Trinity Church – Coeur d'Alene, ID – Kevin Peterson, Ken Harris present. 

◦ Trinity Covenant Church – Fort St. John, BC – Adam Harris, Desmond Jones present. 

◦ Trinity Reformed Church – Moscow, ID – Joshua Appel, Timothy van den Broek present. 

◦ Valley Covenant Church – Lewiston, ID - Absent 
x Visitors Included: Ben Zornes from Christ Church, Moscow ID; Tim Ansett from Christ Church, 

Spokane WA; Brian Brown and Justin Riley from Trinity Church, Denver CO. 
x Discussion of Knox PM Committee Work 

◦ Kenton Spratt - Proposed Memorial on Abuse from the Knox PM Committee on Abuse. [See 
Appendix A] 
▪ Motion (04/23/20:01) - The committee would like to move that Knox Presbytery 

approve the attached document for presentation to Council in 2020 for the purpose of 
gaining Council's approval for the draft so it can ultimately be adopted as a memorial at 
the subsequent Council. Motion carried (18-0-1). 

◦ Christopher Schrock - Update from Knox PM Committee on Confessional Statements. [See 
Appendix B] 
▪ Motion (04/23/20:02) was made by Pastor Christopher Schrock that Knox Presbytery 

instruct PM Bryan to amend the task of the Committee to (1) identify areas within each 
confessional statement where there are potential conflicts with the CREC Constitution 
or other confessional statements and (2) suggest a process for preventing division 
arising as a result of these hot spots. Seconded by Pastor Edwin Iverson. Motion Carried 
(19-0-0). 



 

 

x Update from Terry Tollefson regarding Christ Covenant Church, Grande Prairie, AB. 
x Nominations for Presiding Ministers: 

◦ PM of Council: 
▪ Motion (04/23/20:03) was made by Elder Timothy van den Broek that Knox Presbytery 

nominate Pastor Virgil Hurt to serve another term as Presiding Minister of Council. 
Seconded by Pastor Gene Helsel. Motion carried (16-0-3). 

▪ Motion (04/23/20:04) was made by Pastor Joshua Appel that Knox Presbytery nominate 
Pastor Randy Booth to serve as Presiding Minister of Council should Pastor Virgil Hurt 
decline. Seconded by Pastor Alan Burrow. Motion carried (18-0-1). 

◦ PM Pro-Tem of Council: 
▪ Motion (04/23/20:05) was made by Pastor Joshua Appel that Knox Presbytery nominate 

Pastor Stuart Bryan to serve as Presiding Minister of Council Pro-Tem. Seconded by 
Pastor Edwin Iverson. Motion carried (19-0-0). 

◦ PM of Knox:  
▪ Motion (04/23/20:06) was made by Pastor Terry Tollefson to nominate Pastor Gene 

Helsel to serve as PM of Knox Presbytery beginning Fall 2020 following our next 
presbytery meeting. Seconded by Pastor Alan Burrow. Motion carried (19-0-0). 

◦ PM Pro-Tem of Knox:  
▪ Motion (04/23/20:07) was made by Pastor Alan Burrow to nominate Pastor Kenton 

Spratt to serve as PM Pro-Tem of Knox Presbytery beginning Fall 2020. Seconded by 
Pastor Toby Sumpter. Motion carried (19-0-0). 

x Knox PM Pastor Stuart Bryan reminded the Knox delegates that the Triennial Council Meeting 
will be September 21-25 in Chicago, Illinois. Delegates to Council 2020 include Knox PM Pastor 
Stuart Bryan and Pastor Douglas Wilson. Alternate: Pastor Alan Burrow. 
◦ Motion (04/23/20:08) was made by Pastor Edwin Iverson that Knox Presbytery extend an 

invitation to CREC Council to host the 2023 CREC Council Meeting in Moscow, ID. Christ 
Church, Moscow ID has offered to be the hosting church. Seconded by Pastor Terry 
Tollefson. Motion carried (19-0-0). 

x Delegates gave brief church reports and prayed for one another. 
x Knox PM Stuart Bryan asked Pastor Douglas Wilson to provide thoughts on responding to the 

current Covid-19 crisis. Pastor Wilson read and spoke from Leviticus 26.  
 
12:00 PM ADJOURNMENT 

x Knox PM Stuart Bryan adjourned the meeting at 11:56am. Pastor Joshua Appel closed in 
prayer. 

  



 

 

Appendix A 

 

Proposed Memorial on Abuse from Knox PM Committee 
on Abuse 

  



3URSRVHG�0HPRULDO�;���&RQIXVLRQ�6XUURXQGLQJ�$EXVH�
�'UDIW�&5(&�VWDWHPHQW���1RW�IRU�SXEOLF�GLVWULEXWLRQ��������0LG�<HDU�.QR[�3UHVE\WHU\��

�

5DWLRQDOH�	�%DFNJURXQG�
³0HPRULDOV�VWDWH�WKH�SRVLWLRQ�RI�WKH�&5(&�RQ�LVVXHV�RQ�ZKLFK�D�FRQIHVVLRQDO�VWDWHPHQW�KDV�QRW�
EHHQ�PDGH´��,QWURGXFWLRQ�WR�%RRN�RI�0HPRULDOV���

7KH�FKXUFK�PXVW�QRW�EH�UHDFWLRQDU\�RU�IHHO�WKH�QHHG�WR�UHVSRQG�WR�HYHU\�LQWHOOHFWXDO�IDG�
RU�ZLQG�RI�GRFWULQH��%XW�ZKHQ�FHUWDLQ�QRQ�&KULVWLDQ�LGHRORJLHV�VR�LQILOWUDWH�D�FXOWXUH��FDXVLQJ�
GLYLVLRQ�DQG�VRZLQJ�FRQIXVLRQ�DPRQJ�WKH�EUHWKUHQ��LW�LV�LQFXPEHQW�XSRQ�ZLVH�DQG�JRGO\�
VKHSKHUGV�WR�VSHDN�WKH�WUXWK�LQ�ORYH��GULYH�DZD\�WKH�ZROYHV��DQG�VR�SURWHFW�&KULVW¶V�IORFN��$FWV�
���������3HW����������

,Q�RXU�GD\��WKH�WRSLF�RI�DEXVH�±�DV�RIWHQ�UHSUHVHQWHG�LQ�WHUPV�OLNH�RSSUHVVLRQ��MXVWLFH��
YLFWLPKRRG��HTXDOLW\��DQG�SRZHU�±�KDV�EHFRPH�WKH�EDWWOHJURXQG�IRU�WKH�VRXOV�RI�PDQ\��%HFDXVH�
RI�WKH�SUHYDOHQFH�RI�UHDO�DEXVH�LQ�D�IDOOHQ�ZRUOG��WKH�UHVXOWLQJ�SDLQ�DQG�GHVWUXFWLRQ�FDXVHG�E\�
DEXVH��DQG�WKH�QDWXUDO�KXPDQ�ORQJLQJ�IRU�MXVWLFH�DQG�KHDOLQJ��KXPDQ�VRFLHWLHV�DUH�DOZD\V�
WHPSWHG�WR�WU\�WR�FRQVWUXFW�WKHLU�RZQ�SDWKV�WR�UHGHPSWLRQ��+RZHYHU��DSDUW�IURP�*RG¶V�VXUH��
OLIH�JLYLQJ�:RUG��DOO�DXWRQRPRXV�KXPDQ�DWWHPSWV�ZLOO�UHVXOW�LQ�XQMXVW�ZHLJKWV�DQG�PHDVXUHV��
DQG�WKHUHIRUH�QHZ�IRUPV�RI�RSSUHVVLRQ��QHZ�YLFWLPV��DQG�QR�WUXH�GHOLYHUDQFH��

7KH�FKXUFK�PXVW�QRW�RQO\�KDYH�D�ILUP�JURXQGLQJ�LQ�EDVLF�ELEOLFDO�SULQFLSOHV�RI�MXVWLFH�EXW�
VSHDN�*RG¶V�FOHDU�ZRUG�LQWR�WKLV�FRQIXVLRQ��7KH�FKXUFK�PXVW�QRW�EHFRPH�D�FRYHU�RU�HQDEOHU�RI�
DEXVH��DQG�QHLWKHU�PD\�WKH�FKXUFK�EHFRPH�D�QDwYH�SDZQ�RI�KXPDQLVWLF�FXOWXUH��:KLOH�WKHUH�KDV�
EHHQ�DQ�LQFUHDVLQJ�QXPEHU�RI�UHVRXUFHV�DYDLODEOH�IRU�WKH�FKXUFK��IHZ�DUH�JURXQGHG�LQ�D�
FRYHQDQWDO�DQG�5HIRUPHG�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�WKH�6FULSWXUHV��DQG�PDQ\�UHFHLYH�WKH�ZRUOG¶V�
ODQJXDJH�DQG�FDWHJRULHV�ZLWKRXW�VXIILFLHQW�GLVFHUQPHQW�DQG�FDXWLRQ��

7KHUHIRUH��WKLV�0HPRULDO�RQ�$EXVH�LV�RIIHUHG�DQG�FRPPHQGHG�WR�WKH�&5(&�DLPLQJ�WR�
GHILQH�DQG�H[SODLQ�ZKDW�DEXVH�LV�LQ�H[SOLFLWO\�ELEOLFDO�ODQJXDJH�DQG�FDWHJRULHV��GHILQLQJ�DQG�
GLVWLQJXLVKLQJ�VLQV�DQG�FULPHV��DIILUPLQJ�WKH�VXIILFLHQF\�RI�*RG¶V�:RUG�DQG�WKH�VSKHUHV�RI�ODZIXO�
VRYHUHLJQW\�RUGDLQHG�E\�*RG��OLIWLQJ�XS�WKH�FODULW\�RI�*RG¶V�ODZ��WKH�SURWHFWLRQV�RI�GXH�SURFHVV��
WKH�KHDOLQJ�SRZHU�RI�WKH�FURVV��WKH�QHFHVVLW\�RI�MXVWLFH�DQG�IRUJLYHQHVV��DOO�ZKLOH�JLYLQJ�VRPH�
PHDVXUH�RI�JXLGDQFH�WR�&KULVWLDQV�LQ�JHQHUDO�DQG�SDVWRUV�LQ�SDUWLFXODU�RQ�KRZ�WR�WKLQN�WKURXJK�
WKH�YDULRXV�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�DQG�WKUHDWV�ZH�IDFH�RQ�WKLV�WRSLF��

�7KH�FRPPLWWHH�ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�PRYH�WKDW�.QR[�3UHVE\WHU\�DSSURYH�
WKH�IROORZLQJ�GRFXPHQW�IRU�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�WR�&RXQFLO�LQ������IRU�WKH�
SXUSRVH�RI�JDLQLQJ�&RXQFLO
V�DSSURYDO�IRU�WKH�GUDIW�VR�LW�FDQ�
XOWLPDWHO\�EH�DGRSWHG�DV�D�PHPRULDO�DW�WKH�VXEVHTXHQW�&RXQFLO���
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,QWURGXFWLRQ��*RG�+DWHV�$EXVH�

:H�IDLO�WR�ORYH�*RG�DQG�RWKHUV�ZKHQ�ZH�GR�QRW�ULJKWO\�KHDU�WKH�FULHV�IRU�MXVWLFH�LQ�OLJKW�RI�
*RG¶V�VWDQGDUG�IRU�MXGJPHQW��:KHQ�MXVWLFH�LV�VORZ�DQG�ZH�GR�QRW�IHHO�WKDW�ZH�DUH�EHLQJ�
KHDUG��ZH�WHQG�WR�FU\�ORXGHU��ZKLFK�LV�RIWHQ�DQ�DSSURSULDWH�UHVSRQVH��2XU�FULHV�IRU�
MXVWLFH�DQG�GHVLUH�IRU�UHGUHVV�VKRXOG�ILOO�RXU�SUD\HUV��ZRUVKLS��DQG�KRQHVW�DSSHDOV�WR�
*RG¶V�HVWDEOLVKHG�DXWKRULWLHV��([���������7KH\�DOVR�IRUP�SDUW�RI�WKH�HYLGHQFH�IRU�WKH�
HVWDEOLVKHG�DXWKRULWLHV��'W�������������%XW�WKH�FU\�RI�DEXVH�ZLWKRXW�DSSHDO�WR�WKH�
ZLVGRP�RI�WKH�*RG�ZKR�KDWHV�DEXVH�FDQ�RQO\�OHDG�WR�WKH�NLQG�RI�FRQIXVLRQV�ZKLFK�
IXUWKHU�VHUYH�WR�KDUP�UHDO�YLFWLPV�DQG�HQDEOH�SHUSHWUDWRUV��7KH�VWDNHV�RI�RXU�FXUUHQW�
FXOWXUDO�FRQIXVLRQ�DUH�KLJK��-HVXV�ZDV�FOHDU�DERXW�WKH�VHULRXVQHVV�RI�KDUPLQJ�RWKHUV��
HYHQ�ZDUQLQJ�XV�WKDW�XQODZIXO�DQJU\�RXWEXUVWV�DJDLQVW�RWKHUV�GHVHUYH�KHOOILUH�DQG�WKDW�
WKRVH�ZKR�FDXVH�OLWWOH�RQHV�WR�VWXPEOH�DUH�EHWWHU�RII�GURZQHG�ZLWK�D�PLOOVWRQH�KXQJ�
DURXQG�WKHLU�QHFN��0W����������������

,Q�RUGHU�WR�ORYH�*RG�DQG�RWKHUV�IDLWKIXOO\��WKH�&KXUFK�PXVW�VWDQG�ILUP�RQ�WKH�EDVLF�
ELEOLFDO�SULQFLSOHV�WKDW�SHUWDLQ�WR�DEXVH�ZKHQ�WKH\�DUH�FKDOOHQJHG�E\�RXU�FXOWXUH��7KH�
&KXUFK¶V�IDLOXUH�WR�XSKROG�ELEOLFDO�VWDQGDUGV�RI�MXVWLFH�DQG�SURYLGH�ZLVH�SDVWRUDO�FDUH�
KDYH�FRQWULEXWHG�WR�RXU�FXOWXUH¶V�FRQIXVLRQ�VXUURXQGLQJ�DEXVH��7KH�&KXUFK¶V�IDLOXUH�
LQFOXGHV�LWV�PLVXQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�DEXVH��LWV�KDQGOLQJ�RI�DFFXVDWLRQV�RI�DEXVH��DQG�LWV�
PLQLVWU\�RI�UHFRQFLOLDWLRQ��:KHQ�WKHVH�FRQIXVLRQV�WDNH�KROG��WKH\�PDQLIHVW�WKHPVHOYHV�LQ�
WKH�DJH�ROG�EHKDYLRUV�ZH�VHH�LQ�WKH�SDJHV�RI�6FULSWXUH��ZH����FDOO�JRRG�HYLO�DQG�HYLO�
JRRG�����PLVXVH�RU�GLVPLVV�DXWKRULW\�����EOXU�ELEOLFDO�GLVWLQFWLRQV�����HYDGH�PRUDO�
UHVSRQVLELOLW\�����FDYH�LQ�WR�FXOWXUDO�SUHVVXUHV�WR�SHUYHUW�MXVWLFH��DQG����IDLO�WR�DFW�
LPSDUWLDOO\��

�� *RG�'HILQHV�6LQ�
:H�FDOO�JRRG�HYLO�DQG�HYLO�JRRG��

:H�IDLO�WR�ORYH�*RG�DQG�RWKHUV�ZKHQ�ZH�XVH�WKH�ZRUG�DEXVH�ZLWKRXW�UHIHUHQFH�WR�*RG¶V�
ODZ��$EXVH�LV�JHQHUDOO\�XQGHUVWRRG�WR�RFFXU�ZKHQ�ZH�PLVWUHDW�VRPHRQH�E\�QHJOHFW��
FUXHOW\��RU�YLROHQFH��HVSHFLDOO\�UHJXODUO\�RU�UHSHDWHGO\��%XW�ZH�VRPHWLPHV�DSSO\�WKH�
ZRUG�DEXVH�WR�DFWLRQV�WKDW�DUH�QRW�VLQV��H�J��JRGO\�FRUSRUHDO�GLVFLSOLQH��3URY���������RU�
WKH�MXVW�H[HUFLVH�RI�WKH�GHDWK�SHQDOW\��*HQ��������DQG�RIWHQ�VWXGLRXVO\�DYRLG�LW�IRU�DFWLRQV�
WKDW�DUH��7KLV�LV�KRZ�D�FXOWXUH�FRPHV�WR�FDOO�JRRG�HYLO�DQG�HYLO�JRRG��,V���������7KH�ODZ�
RI�ORYH�UHTXLUHV�WKRVH�ZKR�ZRXOG�MXGJH�ULJKWHRXVO\�WR�HPSOR\�D�FDUHIXOO\�FKRVHQ�DQG�
ELEOLFDOO\�LQIRUPHG�PRUDO�YRFDEXODU\��5HDO�DEXVH�ZLOO�DOZD\V�EH�VRPH�IRUP�RI�VLQ��VRPH�
EUHDFK�RI�*RG¶V�ODZ���

$EXVH�LPSOLHV�D�ULJKW�XVH��7KLV�ULJKW�XVH�LV�GHWHUPLQHG�E\�*RG�DORQH�ZKR�FUHDWHG�
XV�WR�ORYH�+LP�DQG�RQH�DQRWKHU�IRU�ORYH�³GRHV�QR�KDUP�WR�D�QHLJKERU��WKHUHIRUH�ORYH�LV�
WKH�IXOILOOPHQW�RI�WKH�ODZ´��5RP��������1.-9���:KHQ�6FULSWXUH�LQIRUPV�RXU�MXGJPHQWV��

��



ORYH�ZLOO�QRW�RQO\�OHDG�XV�WR�FRQGHPQ�VHULRXV�DEXVHV�VXFK�DV�VWULNLQJ�RQH¶V�ZLIH�RU�
VH[XDOO\�PROHVWLQJ�D�FKLOG�EXW�DOVR�WR�FRQGHPQ�FXOWXUDOO\�FRQWURYHUVLDO�EXW�OLNHZLVH�
KRUULILF��DFWLRQV�VXFK�DV�PXUGHULQJ�FKLOGUHQ�WKURXJK�DERUWLRQ��([�������������RU�
PXWLODWLQJ�*RG¶V�LPDJH�LQ�PDQ�E\�VH[�UHDVVLJQPHQW�VXUJHU\��*Q�������FI��'W���������:H�
DUH�ORYLQJ�WKRVH�ZH�DUH�PLQLVWHULQJ�WR�ZKHQ�ZH�IDLWKIXOO\�PDLQWDLQ�ELEOLFDO�PRUDO�
GLVWLQFWLRQV��7KH�*RG�ZKR�PDGH�XV�LQ�+LV�LPDJH�LV�ORYH��DQG�+H�DORQH�FDQ�LQIRUP�RXU�
XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�ZKDW�PLJKW�FRQVWLWXWH�DEXVH��

�� *RG�(VWDEOLVKHV�$XWKRULW\�
:H�PLVXVH�RU�GLVPLVV�DXWKRULW\��

:H�IDLO�WR�ORYH�*RG�DQG�RWKHUV�ERWK�ZKHQ�ZH�PLVXVH�DXWKRULW\�DQG�ZKHQ�ZH�ZURQJO\�
GLVPLVV�OHJLWLPDWH�DXWKRULW\��0LVXVLQJ�RQH¶V�SRVLWLRQ�RI�DXWKRULW\�LV�DEKRUUHQW�EHFDXVH�
*RG�HVWDEOLVKHG�DXWKRULWLHV�WR�EH�D�EOHVVLQJ��(SK����������5RP���������6FULSWXUH�UHFRUGV�
D�ORQJ�KLVWRU\�RI�WKH�ZHDN�DQG�YXOQHUDEOH�FU\LQJ�RXW�WR�*RG�IRU�YLQGLFDWLRQ��-DFRE�
VXIIHUHG�XQGHU�/DEDQ��-RVHSK�ZDV�PLVWUHDWHG�E\�KLV�EURWKHUV�DQG�IDOVHO\�DFFXVHG�E\�
3RWLSKDU¶V�ZLIH��,VUDHO�ZDV�RSSUHVVHG�E\�LWV�(J\SWLDQ�WDVNPDVWHUV��'DYLG�ZDV�
SHUVHFXWHG�E\�6DXO��WKH�GLVFLSOHV�RI�WKH�/RUG�ZHUH�KRXQGHG�E\�WKH�RQH�IURP�7DUVXV�
EUHDWKLQJ�WKUHDWV�DQG�PXUGHU��DQG�RXU�/RUG�-HVXV�HQGXUHG�LQVXOWV�DQG�PRFNHU\�IURP�
5RPDQ�VROGLHUV��*RG�KDV�QHYHU�EHHQ�GHDI�WR�WKH�FULHV�RI�WKH�RSSUHVVHG��([�������+HE��
�������

'LVPLVVLQJ�OHJLWLPDWH�DXWKRULW\�LV�ZLFNHG�EHFDXVH�ULJKWO\�VXEPLWWLQJ�WR�ODZIXO�
KXPDQ�DXWKRULW\�LV�KRZ�ZH�DFNQRZOHGJH�*RG¶V�DXWKRULW\�RYHU�XV��(SK���������$QG�VR��LW�
LV�IRU�RXU�EOHVVLQJ�WKDW�*RG�UHTXLUHV�WKDW�WKRVH�XQGHU�DXWKRULW\�VKRXOG�REH\�WKHLU�
KXVEDQGV��SDUHQWV��SDVWRUV��DQG�FLYLO�PDJLVWUDWHV��*RG�HYHQ�UHTXLUHG�REHGLHQFH�ZKHUH�
WKHUH�ZHUH�VXFK�GLVSDULWLHV�RI�SRZHU�DV�H[LVWHG�EHWZHHQ�LQGHQWXUHG�VHUYDQWV�DQG�WKHLU�
PDVWHUV��&RO���������%HFDXVH�DOO�DXWKRULW\�LV�IURP�*RG��KXPDQ�DXWKRULWLHV�FDQ�QHLWKHU�EH�
VXEPLWWHG�WR�XQTXHVWLRQLQJO\�QRU�GLVPLVVHG�RXWULJKW�EHFDXVH�RI�IDLOLQJV��7KH�IRUPHU�PD\�
LQFOXGH�WKH�ELEOLFDO�GXW\�WR�GLVREH\�DQ�DXWKRULW\�ZKR�UHTXLUHV�GLVREHGLHQFH�WR�*RG¶V�
ZRUG��$FWV��������7KH�ODWWHU�PD\�QHFHVVLWDWH�FRQILGHQW�SDWLHQFH�ZKHQ�VXIIHULQJ�XQGHU�DQ�
XQULJKWHRXV�DXWKRULW\�RU�ZKHQ�DWWHPSWV�DW�HDUWKO\�MXVWLFH�IDOO�VKRUW��-HU�����������3HW��
�����������������2XU�XOWLPDWH�KRSH�DQG�FRPIRUW�LQ�WKLV�OLIH�DUH�LQ�WKH�*RG�ZKR�KROGV�DOO�
DXWKRULW\�DQG�ZKR�ZLOO�HQVXUH�WKDW�SHUIHFW�MXVWLFH�DZDLWV�DOO�DW�WKH�ILQDO�MXGJPHQW��$FWV�
���������3HW��������

�� *RG�0DNHV�'LVWLQFWLRQV�
:H�EOXU�ELEOLFDO�GLVWLQFWLRQV��

:H�IDLO�WR�ORYH�*RG�DQG�RWKHUV�ZKHQ�ZH�EOXU�%LEOLFDO�GLVWLQFWLRQV�EHWZHHQ�ZURQJV��*RG�
JDYH�WKHVH�GLVWLQFWLRQV�LQ�RUGHU�WKDW�ZH�PLJKW�DGGUHVV�WKH�ZURQJV�IDLWKIXOO\��2QH�RI�WKH�
PRVW�EDVLF�GLVWLQFWLRQV�LV�WKDW�QRW�DOO�VLQV�DUH�FULPHV��*RG�KDV�JLYHQ�WKH�IDPLO\��FKXUFK��
DQG�VWDWH�SDUWLFXODU�PLQLVWULHV�IRU�DGGUHVVLQJ�GLIIHUHQW�NLQGV�RI�KXPDQ�SUREOHPV��DQG�

��



WKHVH�SUREOHPV�RIWHQ�LQYROYH�PRUH�WKDQ�RQH�RI�WKHVH�WKUHH�VSKHUHV�RI�DXWKRULW\��)RU�
H[DPSOH��KDWUHG��MHDORXVLHV��DQG�DQJU\�RXWEXUVWV�DUH�VHULRXV�VLQV�WKDW�QHHG�WR�EH�GHDOW�
ZLWK�E\�IDPLOLHV�DQG�FKXUFKHV��EXW�SK\VLFDO�DVVDXOW��UDSH��DQG�PXUGHU�DUH�FULPHV�DQG�
PXVW�DOVR�EH�GHDOW�ZLWK�E\�WKH�FLYLO�DXWKRULWLHV��*DO��������5RP���������7KLV�NLQG�RI�
GLVWLQFWLRQ�LV�QRW�PDGH�WR�PDNH�URRP�IRU�VLQ��EXW�WR�SUHYHQW�W\UDQQ\�E\�DQ\�DXWKRULW\��
DQG�HQFRXUDJH�GLVFLSOLQH��UHSHQWDQFH��DQG�UHVWRUDWLRQ�ZKHUHYHU�UHTXLUHG�E\�*RG��

,W�LV�DOVR�IRU�WKH�VDNH�RI�IDPLOLDO�GLVFLSOLQH��SDVWRUDO�FDUH��DQG�FLYLO�MXVWLFH�WKDW�ZH�
QRW�RQO\�PDNH�WKH�GLVWLQFWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�VLQV�DQG�FULPHV��EXW�DOVR�FRQVLGHU�HDFK�VLQ¶V�
GHJUHH�RI�GHYLDQFH�IURP�*RG¶V�VWDQGDUGV��([�������������7KH�JUDYLW\�RI�VLQV�DQG�FULPHV�
LV�JUHDWO\�FRPSRXQGHG�ZKHQ�WKHVH�VLQV�DQG�FULPHV�DUH�FKURQLF��3V���������SUHPHGLWDWHG�
�([��������������KDUG�KHDUWHG��3URY���������RU�SHUSHWUDWHG�DJDLQVW�WKRVH�ZKR�DUH�ZHDNHU�
DQG�PRUH�YXOQHUDEOH��(]N���������2XU�YRFDEXODU\�DQG�UHVSRQVHV�VKRXOG�UHIOHFW�WKHVH�
DJJUDYDWLRQV�DQDORJRXV�WR�WKH�ZD\�WKH�%LEOH�GLVWLQJXLVKHV�GHJUHHV�RI�PXUGHU�DQG�
FRQVLVWHQW�ZLWK�KRZ�WKH\�KDYH�EHHQ�KLVWRULFDOO\�UHIOHFWHG�LQ�:HVWHUQ�FLYLO�ODZ��7KH�ORYH�
RI�MXVWLFH��ZKLFK�LV�IRXQGDWLRQDO�WR�WKH�ORYH�RI�*RG�DQG�RWKHUV��UHTXLUHV�GLIIHUHQW�
DXWKRULWLHV�WR�PDNH�PHDVXUHG�MXGJPHQWV�EDVHG�RQ�WKHVH�NLQGV�RI�GLVWLQFWLRQV�DIWHU�WKH�
FDUHIXO�HYDOXDWLRQ�RI�HYLGHQFH��*RG�PDNHV�WKHVH�NLQGV�RI�PRUDO�GLVWLQFWLRQV�DQG�VR�
PXVW�ZH��

�� *RG�5HTXLUHV�2EHGLHQFH�
:H�HYDGH�PRUDO�UHVSRQVLELOLW\��

:H�IDLO�WR�ORYH�*RG�DQG�RWKHUV�ZKHQ�ZH�DOORZ�DQ\RQH�²�DEXVHUV�RU�DEXVHG�²�WR�
GLVPLVV�RU�PLQLPL]H�WKHLU�PRUDO�UHVSRQVLELOLW\��,W�LV�SDUW�RI�RXU�FUHDWLRQDO�GLJQLW\�DQG�JORU\�
WKDW�ZH�DUH�DOO�PRUDOO\�UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�RXU�DFWLRQV��*RG�WHDFKHV�XV�WKDW�ZH�PD\�QRW�KLGH�
RXU�PRUDO�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�EHKLQG�RXU�FLUFXPVWDQFHV��7KLV�LQFOXGHV�WKH�FLUFXPVWDQFHV�RI�
DXWKRULW\�DQG�SRZHU��EXW�DOVR�LJQRUDQFH��(]N���������+HE��������ILQDQFLDO�VWDWXV��([��
������-RE����������HWKQLFLW\��0W����������VH[��'W����������RU�RWKHU�SHRSOH¶V�DFWLRQV��'W��
�������$FWV����������:H�PD\�ILQG�RXUVHOYHV�ERWK�VLQQHG�DJDLQVW�DQG�VLQQHU��YLFWLP�DQG�
YLFWLPL]HU��3V����FI����6DP�����������:KLOH�*RG�FHUWDLQO\�VLGHV�ZLWK�WKH�YLFWLP�RI�VLQ�
DJDLQVW�WKH�YLFWLPL]HU��+H�GRHV�VR�ZLWK�DEVROXWH�HTXLW\�DQG�WKHUHIRUH�KROGV�DOO�SHRSOH�
PRUDOO\�UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�WKHLU�RZQ�DFWLRQV��(]N����������

$FFHSWLQJ�PRUDO�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�RQ�WKH�SDUW�RI�WKH�DEXVHG�LQ�QR�ZD\�GLPLQLVKHV�WKH�
VLQ�RI�WKH�DEXVHU�RU�WKH�UHDO�VHULRXVQHVV�RU�SDLQ�RI�DEXVH��9LFLRXV�ZRUGV��UHMHFWLRQ��
LVRODWLRQ��VKDPH��DQG�DVVDXOW�OHDYH�SK\VLFDO�DQG�HPRWLRQDO�ZRXQGV�WKDW�GR�QRW�KHDO�
HDVLO\��%XW�SDLQ��OLNH�SRZHU�RU�ZHDOWK�RU�DQ\�QXPEHU�RI�FLUFXPVWDQFHV��FDQ�FORXG�RXU�
YLVLRQ��-XVW�DV�WKH�ULFK�DQG�SRZHUIXO�WKURXJKRXW�KLVWRU\�KDYH�GHOXGHG�WKHPVHOYHV�LQWR�
WKLQNLQJ�WKH\�DUH�DERYH�*RG¶V�ODZ��3V���������YLFWLPV�WRGD\�DUH�VRPHWLPHV�HQFRXUDJHG�
E\�WKH�SUHGRPLQDQW�FXOWXUH�WR�HPEUDFH�D�VLPLODU�GHOXVLRQ�LQ�WKH�QDPH�RI�³MXVWLFH�´�,W�FDQ�

��



EH�WHPSWLQJ�WR�MXVWLI\�VLQIXO�EHKDYLRUV�LQ�UHVSRQVH�WR�DEXVH�LQ�WKH�QDPH�RI�SXUVXLQJ�
MXVWLFH��EXW�WKLV�LV�QRW�ULJKWHRXV�DQG�WKHUHIRUH�FDQQRW�UHVXOW�LQ�*RG¶V�EOHVVLQJ��ZKDWHYHU�
RXU�LQWHQWLRQV�PD\�EH���

�� *RG�5HTXLUHV�&RXUDJH�
:H�FDYH�LQ�WR�FXOWXUDO�SUHVVXUHV�WR�SHUYHUW�MXVWLFH��

:H�IDLO�WR�ORYH�*RG�DQG�RWKHUV�ZKHQ�ZH�JLYH�LQ�WR�SUHVVXUH�IURP�RWKHUV�WR�SHUYHUW�
MXVWLFH�RU�GLVWRUW�*RG¶V�ZLVGRP��6RFLHW\�KDV�DOZD\V�SODFHG�SUHVVXUH�RQ�WKRVH�LQ�
DXWKRULW\�WR�FRPPLW�LQMXVWLFH��EXW�FXUUHQWO\��FRHUFLYH�SUHVVXUH�WR�SHUYHUW�MXVWLFH�KDV�
SDUWLFXODUO\�FRPH�IURP�VRFLDO�DFWLYLVWV�ZKRVH�VHQWLPHQWDOL]HG�PHVVDJH�LV�GULYHQ�E\�
LQWHOOHFWXDO�WUHQGV�OLNH�WKRVH�IRXQG�LQ�FULWLFDO�VWXGLHV�RI�JHQGHU��UDFH��DQG�FODVV��7KHVH�
LQWHOOHFWXDO�WUHQGV�KDYH�ZHDSRQL]HG�YLFWLPKRRG�DQG�WKH�DQJHU�WKDW�VXUURXQGV�
DOOHJDWLRQV�RI�DEXVH��,Q�RUGHU�WR�KHOS�UHDO�YLFWLPV��WKRVH�H[HUFLVLQJ�DXWKRULW\�PXVW�QRW�
DFTXLHVFH�WR�WKHVH�FXOWXUDO�GHPDQGV�EXW�FDUHIXOO\�HYDOXDWH�HDFK�VLWXDWLRQ�LQ�WKH�IHDU�RI�
*RG�DQG�E\�+LV�ZRUG��7KLV�PHDQV�PDLQWDLQLQJ�WKH�SUHVXPSWLRQ�RI�LQQRFHQFH��WKH�
UHTXLUHPHQWV�IRU�HYLGHQFH��DQG�WKH�VWHSV�RI�GXH�SURFHVV��,W�PHDQV�IDLWKIXOO\�DIILUPLQJ�
WKH�FRPSOHWH�VXIILFLHQF\�RI�WKH�6FULSWXUHV�IRU�IDLWKIXO�MXGJPHQWV��HYHQ�ZKLOH�
DFNQRZOHGJLQJ�WKDW�DOO�PHQ�DUH�QRW�HTXDOO\�VXIILFLHQW�LQ�KDQGOLQJ�WKH�6FULSWXUHV�WR�WKRVH�
HQGV��$QG�LW�DOVR�PHDQV�DIILUPLQJ�WKH�6FULSWXUHV¶�VXIILFLHQF\�LQ�WKH�IDFH�RI�VR�FDOOHG�
H[SHUWV�ZKR�PD\�FRQWUDGLFW�6FULSWXUH���

:H�DFNQRZOHGJH�WKDW�WKRVH�ZLWK�H[WHQVLYH�H[SHULHQFH�ZLWK�FHUWDLQ�IRUPV�RI�
DEXVH�FDQ�SURYLGH�UHDO�EHQHILW�WR�SDVWRUV�DQG�RWKHU�DXWKRULWLHV��)RU�H[DPSOH��WKHVH�
VRXUFHV�PD\�KHOS�DXWKRULWLHV�UHFRJQL]H�SDWWHUQV�RI�DEXVLYH�EHKDYLRU��+RZHYHU��
H[SHUWLVH�WKDW�VHWV�DVLGH�WKH�ZLVGRP�RI�*RG�LQ�LGHQWLI\LQJ�ZURQJ�RU�SURYLGLQJ�KHOS�PXVW�
EH�UHMHFWHG��*RG�UHTXLUHV�WKRVH�LQ�DXWKRULW\�WR�KDYH�WKH�FRXUDJH�WR�UHVLVW�DOO�SUHVVXUH�
WKDW�GHPDQGV�DFWLRQ�ZLWKRXW�IXOO�DQG�FDUHIXO�ELEOLFDO�HYDOXDWLRQ�RU�UHVRUWV�WR�XQELEOLFDO�
VROXWLRQV��([���������

�� *RG�3URWHFWV�WKH�:HDN�
:H�IDLO�WR�SURWHFW�WKH�ZHDN�E\�QRW�DFWLQJ�LPSDUWLDOO\��

:H�IDLO�WR�ORYH�*RG�DQG�RWKHUV�ZKHQ�ZH�GR�QRW�DFW�ZLWK�LPSDUWLDOLW\��,PSDUWLDOLW\�
HYDOXDWHV�ZLWK�HTXDO�ZHLJKWV�DQG�PHDVXUHV��WKDW�LV��LW�MXGJHV�RWKHUV�ZLWK�WKH�VDPH�
VWDQGDUG�E\�ZKLFK�ZH�ZRXOG�EH�MXGJHG��,PSDUWLDOLW\�LV�WKH�PHDQV�*RG�KDV�JLYHQ�WKRVH�
H[HUFLVLQJ�MXGJPHQW�WR�SURWHFW�WKH�ZHDN��,W�LV�LPSRVVLEOH�WR�EH�WUXO\�KHOSIXO�XQWLO��E\�WKLV�
PHDQV��\RX�KDYH�GHWHUPLQHG�ZKR�WKH�ZHDN�DUH��,Q�PDQ\�FDVHV��WKH�RQH�UHSRUWLQJ�
DEXVH�LV�LQ�WKH�SRVLWLRQ�RI�ZHDNQHVV��EXW�LQ�VRPH�FDVHV��ZKHUH�YLFWLPKRRG�LV�EHLQJ�
ZHDSRQL]HG��WKH�DFFXVHG�LV�DFWXDOO\�LQ�WKDW�SRVLWLRQ��H�J��*Q������������

:KLOH�LPSDUWLDOLW\�PXVW�ZDLW�IRU�VXIILFLHQW�HYLGHQFH�WR�HPHUJH��LW�DOVR�KRQRUV�WKH�
ULJKW�RI�SHUVRQDO�SURWHFWLRQ��$EXVH�LV�IUHTXHQWO\�KLGGHQ�DQG�QRW�LQ�WKH�RSHQ��

��



3HUSHWUDWRUV�DUH�JRRG�DW�FRYHULQJ�WKHLU�WUDFNV��PDQLSXODWLQJ�RWKHUV��DQG�EODPLQJ�WKH�
YLFWLP��,W�LV�RIWHQ�GLIILFXOW�WR�NQRZ�ZKRP�WR�EHOLHYH��DQG�FRUURERUDWLQJ�HYLGHQFH�LV�QRW�
DOZD\V�UHDGLO\�DYDLODEOH��7KHUHIRUH��WKH�ULJKW�WR�SURWHFW�RQHVHOI�IURP�KDUP�RU�WR�IOHH�IURP�
KDUP�VKRXOG�EH�VXSSRUWHG�E\�WKH�FKXUFK�DQG�FXOWXUH��'W����������7KLV�MXGJPHQW�RI�RQH¶V�
QHHG�WR�IOHH�PXVW�XOWLPDWHO\�EHORQJ�WR�WKH�LQGLYLGXDO�LQ�WKH�VLWXDWLRQ��$QG�ZKLOH�WKLV�ULJKW�
WR�IOHH�RU�SURWHFW�RQHVHOI�PXVW�EH�XSKHOG��LW�FDQQRW�FRQVWLWXWH�DOO�WKH�HYLGHQFH�QHHGHG�WR�
FRQYLFW�WKH�DFFXVHG��*RG�DOZD\V�VLGHV�ZLWK�DQG�SURWHFWV�WKH�ZHDN��DQG�+H�WHDFKHV�XV��
LQ�D�SURYLVLRQDO�ZD\��WR�SURYLGH�WKH�VDPH�SURWHFWLRQV�IRU�WKH�ZHDN�LQ�+LV�QDPH��

&RQFOXVLRQ��*RG�6DYHV�6LQQHUV�

:H�ORYH�*RG�DQG�RWKHUV�ZKHQ�ZH�KROG�IDVW�WR�WKH�JORULRXV�VFDQGDO�RI�WKH�JRVSHO�RI�
-HVXV�&KULVW��7KLV�VKRXOG�QRW�EH�FRQIXVHG�ZLWK�WKH�VKDPHIXO�VFDQGDOV�RI�&KULVWLDQ�
DXWKRULWLHV�ZKR�PLVKDQGOH�DEXVH��/RYH�QHYHU�VLQIXOO\�RYHUORRNV�RU�FRYHUV�XS�UHDO�
DEXVHV��RU�HQWUXVWV�WKRVH�ZLWK�DQ�DEXVLYH�SDVW�ZLWK�DFFHVV�WR�RU�RYHUVLJKW�RI�SHRSOH�RU�
DUHDV�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�WKHLU�IRUPHU�VLQ��,PSRUWDQWO\��JUDFH�GRHV�QRW�HQDEOH�VLQ��
IRUJLYHQHVV�LV�QRW�WKH�VDPH�WKLQJ�DV�WUXVW��DQG�ORYH�GRHV�QRW�OHDG�SHRSOH�LQWR�
WHPSWDWLRQ��$QG�\HW�WR�DIILUP�WKLV�SUXGHQFH�RI�ELEOLFDO�ZLVGRP�RQ�EHKDOI�RI�WKH�ZHDN�LV�
QRW�WR�GHQ\�*RG¶V�UHVXUUHFWLRQ�SRZHU�RQ�EHKDOI�RI�VLQQHUV��$Q\�VWDWHPHQW�RU�LPSOLFDWLRQ�
WKDW�VLQQHUV�DUH�EH\RQG�UHGHPSWLRQ�LV�IDOVH���

7KH�JRVSHO�LV�WUXO\�VFDQGDORXV�EHFDXVH�*RG¶V�JUDFH�LV�DYDLODEOH�WR�ERWK�YLFWLPV�
DQG�SHUSHWUDWRUV��DQG�WKLV�JUDFH�JUDQWV�ERWK�D�VKDUH�LQ�WKH�UHVXUUHFWLRQ�RI�WKH�MXVW����
&RU�����������*RG¶V�ZRUG�LV�WUXH��WKDW�³(YHU\RQH�ZKR�FDOOV�RQ�WKH�QDPH�RI�WKH�/RUG�ZLOO�
EH�VDYHG´��5RP���������-RHO��������7KLV�JUDFH�PDQLIHVWV�LWVHOI�LQ�KRQHVW�FRQIHVVLRQ�RI�
HDFK�SHUVRQ¶V�SDUWLFXODU�VLQV��UHSHQWDQFH��UHVWLWXWLRQ��DQG�IRUJLYHQHVV�IURP�WKH�KHDUW��DOO�
ELEOLFDOO\�GHILQHG��,W�VR�HPEUDFHV�*RG¶V�ULJKWHRXV�HWHUQDO�MXGJPHQW�WKDW�LW�LQFOXGHV�WKH�
ZLOOLQJQHVV�RQ�WKH�SDUW�RI�SHUSHWUDWRUV�WR�VXEPLW�WR�WHPSRUDO�SXQLWLYH�MXVWLFH��LQFOXGLQJ�
WKH�GHDWK�SHQDOW\��7KLV�JUDFH�SUHYHQWV�YLFWLPV�RI�DEXVH�IURP�FODLPLQJ�DQ\�VWDWXV�WKDW�
SUHYHQWV�WKHP�IURP�FRQIHVVLQJ�WKHLU�RZQ�VLQV�RU�FODVVLI\LQJ�WKHLU�UHSHQWDQW�DEXVHUV�
GLIIHUHQWO\�IURP�WKHPVHOYHV�LQ�WKHLU�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�*RG���

7KH�VFDQGDO�RI�*RG¶V�JUDFH�DOVR�DIILUPV�WKDW�+H�EULQJV�UHDO�KHDOLQJ�RQ�HDUWK�WR�
SHUSHWUDWRUV�DQG�YLFWLPV��,W�JUDQWV�WKHP�ERWK�D�QHZ�LGHQWLW\²QRW�SHUSHWUDWRU�RU�YLFWLP��
EXW�&KULVW²DQG�D�JURZLQJ�DELOLW\�WR�SXW�VLQ�WR�GHDWK�DQG�ZDON�LQ�REHGLHQFH�WR�*RG��
7KHUHIRUH��ZH�UHMHFW�DOO�ODQJXDJH�WKDW�VWDWHV�RU�LPSOLHV�WKDW�DEXVHUV�PD\�QRW�EH�IUHH�RI�
WKHLU�VLQV�RU�WKDW�YLFWLPV�FDQQRW�OHDYH�EHKLQG�WKHLU�ZRXQGV��7KH�JUDFH�RI�&KULVW�LV�EXLOW�
RQ�WKH�RQO\�IXOO\�LQQRFHQW�YLFWLP�LQ�WKH�KLVWRU\�RI�WKH�ZRUOG��XSRQ�ZKRP�*RG¶V�MXVWLFH�ODLG�
DOO�WKH�SDUWLFXODU�VLQV��DWWHQGDQW�VKDPH��DQG�FRQVHTXHQW�SDLQ�RI�WKRVH�ZKR�KDYH�VLQQHG�
DQG�WKRVH�ZKR�KDYH�EHHQ�VLQQHG�DJDLQVW��LQ�RUGHU�WR�PDNH�DOO�WKLQJV�QHZ��%\�+LV�VWULSHV�
ZH�DUH�KHDOHG��
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Knox PM Committee on Confessional Statements 
Procedures 

 



 

Knox Presbytery PM Committee on Confessional Statements 
Committee Charge 
Presiding Minister Stuart W. Bryan 
January 22, 2020 
 
Purpose: Knox Presbytery PM Bryan is appointing this committee to recommend mandatory exceptions or 
additions to certain of the accepted Confessional Statements recognized by our Constitution, with a view to 
presenting such recommendations at Knox Presbytery’s 2020 Stated Meeting.  
 
Commission: Knox Presbytery at its 2019 Stated Meeting took the following action: 

 
Motion (10/09/19:05) was made by Pastor Douglas Wilson that Knox Presbytery task PM Bryan to appoint 
a committee to recommend to Knox Presbytery mandatory exceptions or additions to the accepted 
Confessional Statements recognized by our Constitution where necessary to harmonize with CREC polity 
or Constitutional provisions. Seconded by Pastor Christopher Schrock. Motion carried unanimously (22-
0-0). (Pastors Joshua Appel and Christopher Schrock expressed willingness to serve on the committee.) 

 
Members of the Committee: The members of this committee include the following pastors from Knox 
Presbytery: Christopher Schrock (Christ Covenant Reformed Church, Billings, MT), Joshua Appel (Trinity 
Reformed Church, Moscow, ID), and Jonah Barnes (Emmanuel Church, Helena, MT). 
 
Background: This action of Knox Presbytery was inspired by a paper presented to the 2019 Stated Meeting by 
Pastor Christopher Schrock entitled, “Proposal Regarding Use of the 39 Articles in the CREC” (attached). Rather 
than adopt Pastor Schrock’s proposals in that paper, it was suggested that a committee work on the matter, 
review his proposals and consider others, and then make a recommendation.  
 
Charges: The Knox Presbytery PM Committee on Confessional Statements is charged as follows: 
1. By February 21, 2020, members of the committee should choose one of their number to serve as the chair 

of said committee and inform PM Bryan of the same. 
2. No later than July 15, 2020, the Committee should supply PM Bryan with a rough draft proposal. 

Committee members are encouraged to solicit input from individuals outside of Knox Presbytery on the 
proposal. After he receives the rough draft, PM Bryan will submit it to Knox Presbytery via our email loop 
for questions and feedback. 

3. No later than August 15, 2020, the Committee should supply PM Bryan with a final proposal that can be 
forwarded to the delegates to the 2020 Knox Presbytery Stated Meeting (September 21-25, Chicago, IL). 

 
May the Lord bless your labors and enable them to be for the blessing of Knox Presbytery and the broader 
Christian community for years to come. 
 
Blessings, 
 
Stuart W. Bryan 
Presiding Minister, Knox Presbytery 
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